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Lutherans For Life of Michigan   
   
      

 
February.March.April 2008  

The mission of LFL is to witness to the sanctity of human life through education based on the Word of God. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
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05 — Purity Rally Reflections  
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07 —…in Michigan? 
 
08 — What’s Happening in Michigan? cont’d 
 
09 –  Cloning in the News 
 
10 – Legislative News 
 
11 — Membership—New Resources 
 
12 — Notes ‘n Quotes 

Can you feel the excitement? It’s 2008. It’s a presidential election year again. I am sure you all can’t wait for the 
multitudinous TV ads, the mudslinging, the debates, and the conventions. Well, you probably detect a little note of 
sarcasm, as I am sure we all get tired of the constant barrage of political coverage. 

Yet, this is America. And this is what Americans do in a democracy: We elect our leaders. We expect them to state their 
positions on important matters clearly and honestly, and then, having been informed as much as possible on where they 
stand, we cast our votes  

There are some extremely important issues to be considered by Christian citizens. At the top of the list are Life issues 
such as abortion, embryonic stem-cell research, and human cloning. When it comes down to the matter of the right to life 
of an individual, no matter how old or how young, we must stand firmly on the side of life. The Fifth Commandment 
compels us to defend the life of our neighbor, and that includes the newly created life in the womb, or the embryo that is 
about to be torn apart in order to harvest stem-cells.  

One of the things we need to do as pro-life Christians is to educate our people on the differences between embryonic 
stem-cell research, which destroys a new human life, and adult stem-cell research, which harms no one. Furthermore, 
contrary to much of the mainstream media’s claims, embryonic stem-cells have produced virtually no cures for any 
disease or condition, where adult stem-cells have already been used successfully in the treatment of many diseases. 

But facts are funny things: They may be distorted or even 
dismissed, but they have a tendency to come out sooner or 
later. As Lutherans For Life, we need to make that sooner 
rather than later. That is why we need to be well-educated on 
the issues and pray for ways to get the word out to our 
congregations and our communities. 

Whatever happens in the new year, we once again enter that 
year under God’s grace and mercy. This is our shield and our 
refuge. In Jesus Christ, the One born in Bethlehem, the One 
revealed to the Wise Men and to the nations, we have a 
Savior who loves us and forgives us our sins. All of them. In 
Him we have new life. Baptized into Christ, we live day by 
day in the certainty of His love for us and in the constant 
hope of His return. Whatever this year brings, we give thanks 
for all things through Christ who gives us strength! 

In His Service, 
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Lutherans For Life of Michigan believes that the 
Church is compelled by God’s Word to speak and 
act on behalf of those who are vulnerable and    
defenseless.  The crisis of our time is repudiation of 
Biblical truth manifested in the wanton destruction 
of innocent human life through legalized abortion-
on-demand, the growing threat to the lives of others 
through legalized assisted suicide and euthanasia.  
Therefore, we will strive together, as Lutherans 
FOR Life, to give witness, from a Biblical        
perspective to the Church and society on these and 
related issues such as chastity, post-abortion     
healing and family living.  
 

LFL-MI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Spiritual Advisor: 
Pastor Paul Clark                      [989] 593-2066 
 

President: 
Connie Davis                            [586] 949-9261 
 

Vice President: 
Jon Jenkins                                [517] 676-3520 
 

Secretary: 
Karen Dierking                         [616] 942-6888 
 

Treasurer: 
Gary Peters                               [989] 652-2542 
 
Life Advocates Coordinator: 
Jean Peters                                [989] 652-2542 
 

Urban Outreach: 
Susan Hill                                 [586] 468-7871 
 

Youth/Campus Outreach: 
Sharyl VanVechten                       [586] 775-0274 
 
Bulk Mailing: 
Fred & Millie Gallert                [616] 538-5791  

 
 

BOARD CONSULTANTS 
 

Purity Project Consultant: 
Kathy Reither                            [586] 412-9246 
 

Legislative Consultant: 
Joanne Emmons                        [231] 247-4714 
 

Lutheran Schools Consultant: 
Terry Davis                               [586] 949-9261 
 
 
Lifelines of Michigan LFL  is mailed free of 
charge to Michigan LFL supporters.  Articles may 
be reprinted with attribution to source. 
Email address:  lflmi@comcast.net 
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Marv & Pat Warnez, Shelby Twp 
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Myra Abraham, Frankenmuth 
 

Greg & Ann Harms, Hillsdale 
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Peggy Rivett, Saginaw 
 

Ruth Martin, Caledonia 
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Wallace Bronner Foundation, Frankenmuth 
 

Carolyn Burns, Portage 
 

Cindy Schafer, Carleton 
 

Pastor William & Lucille Grafe, Orchard Lake 
 

Arlene Roth, Frankenmuth 
 

Enid Muhme, Milford 
 

Hildegard Yoba, Frankenmuth 
 

Miriam Bunge, Monroe 
 

Margaret Deradoorian, Auburn Hills 
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Dorothy Dixon, Oxford 
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Marion Meilaender, Albion 
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Richard & Karen List, Frankenmuth 
 

Ralph & Ruth List, Frankenmuth 
 

Janet Keinath, Frankenmuth 
 

Richard & Nancy Hillenbrand, Frankenmuth 
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On July 1, 2007, Pastor John Arthur Nunes became the 
fourth president of Lutheran World Relief (LWR).  Before 
assuming his position with LWR, Pastor Nunes served as 
an assistant professor of theology at Concordia 
University, River Forest (Chicago, Illinois). He also served 
as pastor for Bethany Lutheran Church in Chicago. 
Additionally, he provided consulting support to Wheat 
Ridge Ministries as a Staff Associate for Urban Ministry 
Research and to the Acton Institute think tank as a 
Research Fellow. The author of Voices from the City, 
Nunes writes and presents widely on topics related to 
urban mission, social theology and ministry among youth.  
He holds a BA from Concordia College, Ann Arbor, MI, a 
Master of Divinity from Concordia Seminary in St 
Catherines, Ontario, Canada, and received an honorary 
doctorate in May 2004 from Concordia University, Ann 
Arbor. Keynote Speaker 
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On November 11, 2007, Our Savior Lutheran Church in Lansing sponsored a Discovering Real Love Purity 
Rally.  Pastor Bill Yonker was the keynote speaker.  His topic was entitled “Balanced Sexuality, A Christian’s 
View: Delaying God’s Gift While Delighting in God’s Gift”.   Three teens who attended the rally have submitted 
their personal reflections for publication. 
 
Katie (17- years- old, a senior)  
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Roger Carl (16- years- old, a sophomore) 
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Timothy (13 years old, an eighth-grader) 
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Purity Rally Reflections 

 

 

On a beautiful October Saturday I headed to Trinity Lutheran Church in Jackson where I'd been 
invited to speak to the MI District Family Friendly Partners Network. This group, led by Dr Ben 
Freudenburg, trains and equips clusters of congregations to become intentional Christian family 
forming centers.  The topic for this weekend, the eighth in a series of nine different workshops, was 
human sexuality. Having worked on several purity rallies at my home church, including one coming 
up in just a few weeks, I'd be talking about "Looking at the Purity Program." 
 
I shared our experiences at Our Savior - Lansing, including practical steps in planning, publicizing 
and hosting the event. It was great to highlight the role of Lutherans for Life as the original designers 
of the chastity rally format, as well as provide participants with LFL tracts and brochures. 
 
Afterward, several people asked questions and expressed interest in attending our upcoming rally in 
Lansing. We ended up having over 250 teens and 150 parents in attendance!  What a blessing. 
 
I thank God for the opportunity to join the group that day, for the work of the Family Friendly Partners 
Network, and for Lutherans for Life. For more information on the FFPN visit 
www.familyfriendlypn.com. 

 
Deb Kamm 

[Our Savior Lansing Life Advocate] 
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The Women’s Guild at Christ the King Grosse 
Pointe Woods listen to a presentation on Stem 
Cell Research delivered by Connie Davis on 
November 13. 

LFL-MI President Connie Davis was 
the keynote speaker at the Thumb 
Area Zone LWML Retreat on 
October 13 in Cass City.  Connie’s 
address was titled We 
Believe…Therefore We Speak.  
Information regarding stem cell 
research was also presented and 
discussed. 
 

Pictured on the left is the retreat 
banner which was presented to 
Connie as a thank you gift.  
Pictured on the right are Connie 
and Mary Bauer, who served as 
Christian Growth Chair of the 
Thumb Area LWML Zone. 

Connie Davis hosted a LFL 
Exhibit for the Ministry Fair at 
Christ Our Savior Livonia on 
October 14. 

 Gary & Jean Peters, from the LFL-MI Board of 
Directors, hosted a LFL Exhibit at the Home Town 
Missions Fair sponsored by Bethlehem Saginaw on 
October 14. 
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On November 16, the MOPS [Mothers of PreSechoolers] group at St Peter Macomb 
listened to Connie Davis present How To Speak To Your Children About the Life Issues. 

Lorraine Rosso, Lori Stolzenfeld and Judy 
Aufdemberg are members of a home Bible 
study group at St Peter Macomb utilizing LFL’s 
Life Studies resource.  [This collection of 
reproducible Bible studies on abortion, post-abortion 
healing, adoption, end-of-life issues, family living 
and For Life witnessing can be ordered from the 
National LFL office by calling 888-364-5433 or 
emailing info@lutheransforlife.org] 

Susan Hill, Urban Outreach Coordinator for LFL 
of Michigan, speaks to women attending the 
Michigan District 2007 Board for Black Ministry 
Services Mini-Convocation on October 26-28  at 
St Philip's Lutheran Church on Grand 
Boulevard in Detroit. The theme of the 
convocation was "Kindling the Flame with the 
Holy Spirit".    Members of Lutheran churches 
from Detroit, Pontiac, Ecorse, Toledo and 
Cleveland were in attendance. 
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Planning a MINISTRY or HEALTH FAIR…  
Need a SPECIAL EVENT SPEAKER          

 for your congregation? 

Lutherans for Life of Michigan would love to be a part of your Ministry or Health Fair or 
provide a speaker on Life Issues including: Stem Cell Research, Abortion, Advance Directives, 
End of Life Care, Euthanasia, and Pregnancy Care Centers.  

 

Contact: Connie Davis 
Phone: 586-949-9261 

Email: lflmi@comcast.com 
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Gary Peters, Treasurer of Lutherans For Life of Michigan, 
presents Karen Grasel, Director of AAI Pregnancy Counseling of 
Saginaw County, with a gift in excess of $400 from donations 
received from a Mother’s Day Diaper Shower community event 
in Port Hope and Harbor Beach.  The event was sponsored by St 
John Lutheran Church in Port Hope. 
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In November 2007, the movement to ban cloning got some help 
from an unlikely source -- the scientist most famous for attempting 
it. Professor Ian Wilmut, the creator of Dolly the sheep, publicly 
announced his decision to abandon "therapeutic cloning" and turn 
his attention to pro-life alternatives such as those being perfected 
in Japan with adult stem cells. He believes the "socially 
acceptable" approach "represents the future for stem cell 
research," rather than the nuclear transfer method he and his team 
used 10 years ago in creating Dolly.  

Although Wilmut was given the go-ahead to pursue human cloning in 2005, the professor has 
since declined. His decision, on the heels of recent news that scientists had successfully cloned 
primates, should put a serious damper on any enthusiasm for projects that require the creation and 
destruction of cloned embryos. For all of the hype surrounding the monkey breakthrough, a couple 
of key details were lost on the media. For starters, the team leader of the Oregon primate program, 
Dr. Shoukhrat Mitalipov, admitted that the "efficiency is low" for the research and it is "not yet a 
cost effective medical option." Also, some reports estimated that it took over 15,000 monkey eggs 
to yield just two lines of embryonic stem cells, only one of which is normal. Meanwhile, as 
scientists waste precious time and resources on a procedure that the majority of the world 
considers morally unacceptable, pro-life alternatives are effectively treating everything from 
juvenile diabetes to spinal cord injuries -- without the ethical headache. We can only hope that 
Wilmut's conversion will pull the wool from the eyes of the public, which should result in Congress 
turning away from spending more taxpayer money on embryonic stem cell research that is both 
unethical and ineffective. 
 
[Family Research Council’s Washington Update, November 19, 2007] 
 

The American Psychiatric Association has ‘stirred up’ the pro-life community for electing a new 
president who is a well-known abortion advocate. Nada Stotland, the president-elect of the 
national organization for mental health professionals, suggests abortion poses no problems for 
women. Stotland is a member of the board of directors of the Physicians for Reproductive 
Choice and Health and her position concerns women who have suffered from mental health 
problems following an abortion. This week, Stotland was quoted in the Los Angeles Times 
denying that abortion poses adverse psychological issues for women despite millions of women 
who have suffered following abortion and a wealth of research data. In the interview, Stotland 
maintained no causal link between abortion and a greater risk of depression and drug abuse 
has been found. Pro-life groups have "succeeded in convincing the American public" that 
abortion harms women, Stotland said. "It's a rule of thumb that if you want to get a law passed, 
you have to tell anecdotes that grab people," she said, alleging that pro-life groups make up the 
problems. ACTION: Send complaints to 1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1825, Arlington, Va. 
22209-3901 phone: 703-907-7300 email: apa@psych.org.Full story at LifeNews.com. 
 
[Information from LifeNews.com, January 12, 2008] 
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I WANT TO SPEAK OUT FOR LIFE! 
 

I want to become a member of LFL (Please select a membership category.) 
 

____Annual: $35 $50 $75 Other $____ (A donation of any amount will enroll you as an annual member of LFL) 
 

____Sponsor:  I commit to a monthly gift of $______ ( Annual & Sponsor contributions to LFL are tax-deductible.) 
 

I’m not interested in membership, but am enclosing a contribution of $______ to support the national efforts of LFL. 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip_________________________________________ Phone #________________________ 
 
Chapter Name/# (if applicable) __________________ Occupation ______________________________ 
 
Congregation_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Church Body (Synod) AALC____ AFLC ____ CLBA ____ ELCA ____ LCMS ____ Other _____ 
 

Clip and send to:  Lutherans For Life, 1120 South G Ave., Nevada, IA 50201-2778 
1-888-364-LIFE * (515) 382-3020 * E-mail: info@lutheransforlife.org *  

WebSite: www.lutheransforlife.org 
 

�

����������	�	�
�������
��
�
��
 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE OF MICHIGAN has a lending library of videos and DVDs that are available 
to congregations, organizations and individuals upon request.  For a topical listing of resources [with a 
brief description/summary] visit our website at www.lutheransforlifeofmichigan.org 
 
To reserve a resource, please contact LFL of Michigan at 586-949-9261 or email lflmi@comcast.net 
 
Stem Cell Research & Cloning 101: A Primer [27 minute DVD] Produced by Lutherans For Life.  A 
discussion guide is provided to aid in the application of God’s Word to these controversial issues. 
 
The Science of Stem Cells: Finding Cures and Protecting Life [12 minute DVD] Produced by the 
Michigan Catholic Conference. Clearly discusses the difference between adult and embryonic stem cell 
research. Included are interviews with Jean Peduzzi-Nelson [one of America’s leading adult stem cell 
experts & Associate Professor of Dept of Anatomy & Cell Biology at Wayne State University School of 
Medicine] and patients successfully treated with adult stem cells.  The dangers of human egg donation are 
also discussed. 
 
Stem Cells: Beyond Hype Real Hope [6 minute DVD]  Produced by Family Research Council.  An 
excellect discussion of adult and embryonic stem cell research.  
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* “Christians, who stand under the cross on 
Good Friday and rejoice at the empty tomb on 
Easter Sunday, should know better than to 
question whether or not God can work in and 
through suffering.  The darkest suffering of all 
time – Jesus, suffering for humanity’s sins on the 
cross – brought about the brightest good of all 
time – humanity redeemed from sin and eternal 
life to all who believe.  To deny the power of 
God to bring meaning and purpose to any life is 
to deny the power of the cross and the empty 
tomb.”  [Dr James Lamb, Executive Director of 
Lutherans For Life] 
 

* “No matter what the motive, love of ease, or a 
desire to save from suffering the unborn 
innocent, the woman is awfully guilty who 
commits the deed (abortion).  It will burden her 
conscience in life, it will burden her soul in 
death; but oh! Thrice guilty is he who, for selfish 
gratification, heedless of her prayers, indifferent 
to her fate, drove her to the desperation which 
impels her to the crime.”  [Susan B Anthony, pro-life 
feminist of the 1800’s] 
 

* “The sad reality is that in an increaslingly-
godless world, children of God must be heard, 
must be seen, and must be active…You cannot 
effect change and witness to the truth by leaving 
it to others.  Sometimes the battle involves a 
strong faith and deep resolve to reflect God’s 
will when it is most challenging.”  [Pastor Robert 
Fleischmann, Christian Life Resources National Director 
in Clearly Caring, July/August 2007] 
 

* “There is no sin too shameful, so much, that 
Jesus hasn’t paid for it.  Nothing unfinished with 
Jesus.  No half-way forgiveness with Him 
either.” [Rev Tom Aadland, former Presiding Pastor of 
the AALC. A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life] 

* “Children are the future.  When you destroy 
your children, you destroy hope…The incredibly 
high number of abortions performed on black 
women in this country has to take a toll, not just 
on the women involved, but also on their 
families, friends, and communities…I know 
from personal experience that abortion causes 
depression, regret, and despair.  I also know from 
personal experience that this despair can be 
healed and the wounded can be brought back to 
joy and hope through faith…What I want the 
government to do is guarantee our basic rights 
and the most basic right is the right to life.  If we 
love and welcome our children, optimism for the 
future can only increase.”  [Alveda King, niece of Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr] 
 

* “Innocent life taken for political expediency – 
does this sound familiar?  We dally with such 
devaluation today, in embryonic-stem-cell 
research, abortion, euthanasia, terrorism – all 
treated as justifiable to relativists.  How 
unseemly, how grotesque, that the devaluation of 
human life now runs under the banner of 
‘choice’.  The question is not whether but what 
you choose.  Among the choices, the hardest 
path is the road of the cross, following the 
example of Jesus.  Yet if that stony, stumbling 
course is the hardest, it is also the best.”  [The 
Patriot Post. A Life Quote from Lutherans For 
Life/www.lutheransforlife.org/888-364-LIFE] 
 

* “We need to treat people not as things but as 
individuals with inherent worth and dignity, 
whether they are disabled, ill or elderly.  As the 
moral fabric of our society wears thin, no one is 
in jeopardy more than those who are too weak, 
depressed or small.”  [Joni Eareckson Tada] 
 


